Request from Black intellectuals and students
asking Michaélle Jean to respect censure of the University of Toronto

May 3 2021
To the Right Honorable Michaélle Jean,

The Canadian Association of University Teachers has taken the rare and serious decision to
censure the University of Toronto. CAUT has determined that the University’s administration
failed “to resolve concerns regarding academic freedom stemming from a hiring scandal in the
Faculty of Law”. Relying on undisputed evidence contained in a report by Mr. Thomas
Cromwell, CAUT concluded that a donor/judge’s objections to Dr. Valentina Azarova, based on
her scholarship on Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian Territories, influenced the University’s
decision to rescind an offer of a position as Director of the International Human Rights Program.

The CAUT censure calls on outside speakers to decline speaking engagements at University of
Toronto. Since the censure was issued on April 22, the list of event and speaker cancellations has
grown. Several newspapers in Canada and abroad have reported on the censure. Human Rights
Watch has expressed reservations about the future of its own academic partnership with U of T,
advising that "the university’s leadership should grapple with the unresolved concerns that the
university has compromised its academic freedom™ in this matter. The University of Toronto
senior leadership’s actions in this matter raise doubts about the University’s commitment to
professional ethics, equity, human rights, transparency and anti-racism, as well as academic
freedom.

Ms. Jean, you are scheduled to deliver a lecture at the Faculty of Social Work on May 10,
entitled "Seizing the Moment to Build a Movement: A Call to Action to Eradicate Systemic
Racial Discrimination™. Under these circumstances, Black scholars, intellectuals and students at
the University of Toronto and beyond, who are committed to living and working in a society
where human rights are respected and institutional racism is condemned, ask that you
immediately cancel your May 10 speaking engagement. We ask that Black intellectuals and
students, whether public intellectuals or those affiliated with other institutions, not accept
speaking invitations to the University of Toronto while the CAUT censure is in place. Even
beyond the CAUT censure, we call on the University of Toronto to hold its senior leadership
accountable for reforming an institutional culture in which such serious violations of ethics,
equity and human rights could take place.

Signatories:

Melanie J. Newton, Associate Professor, History, University of Toronto

Rinaldo Walcott, Professor, WGSI, University of Toronto

Caroline Shenaz Hossein, Associate Professor , Business and Society, Social Science, University
D. Alissa Trotz, Professor, Caribbean Studies/ Women and Gender Studies, University of
Toronto

Afua Cooper, professor, History, University

Arjumand Siddiqi, Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto



Carlie Manners, Ph.D Student, History, University of Toronto

Uzoma Esonwanne, Associate Professor, English & Centre for Compsrative Literature,
University of Toronto

Jeff Hall, Vice Principal, Peel District School Board, NA

Sam Tecle, Assistant Professor, New College, University of Toronto

Christina de la Cruz, Alumni, Arts & Sciences, St Michael’s College

rosalind hampton , Assistant Professor , Social Justice Education, OISE, University of Toronto
Kirsten Greer , Associate Professor , Geography , Nipissing University

A Michel Thomas, Graduate Student , Geography , U of T

Beverly Bain, Assistant Professor, Department of Historical Studies/WGS, University

Matthew Morrison, Assistant Professor , Tisch , NYU

Abdi Osman , Sessional Lecturer , John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and
Design, University of Toronto

Johnny E. Williams , Professor, Sociology, Trinity College

Rhonda McEwen , Director and Associate Professor, ICCIT, UTM, University scholar

Natalie Morning, Ph.D, OISE, University of Toronto

Adam Miyashiro , Associate Professor of Literature, Literature, Stockton University

Janelle Joseph, Assistant Professor , Faculty of Kinesiology and Physical Education, University
of Toronto

Kevin Edmonds , Assistant Professor, Caribbean Studies, University of Toronto

Nicole Charles, Assistant Professor, Historical Studies, University of Toronto Mississauga
Melissa Weiner, Associate Professor, Sociology, College of the Holy Cross

Funké Aladejebi , Assistant Professor , History , University of Toronto

Monica Espaillat Lizardo, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, University of Toronto

Tez Files, Adjunct Professor, African American Studies, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Gina Athena Ulysse, Professor , Feminist Studies , University of California Santa Cruz
Deborah A. Thomas, R. Jean Brownlee Professor of Anthropology, Anthropology, University of
Pennsylvania

Edward Jones-Imhotep, Associate Professor, Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science
and Technology, University of Toronto

Yasser Munif, Associate Professor , Marlboro Institute for liberal arts, Emerson college
Christina Sharpe, Professor, ‘Humanities , York University

Kayla Wheeler, Assistant Professor of Critical Ethnic and Black Studies , Department of Race,
Intersectionality, Gender, and Sociology , Xavier University, Ohio

Rachel Mordecai, Associate Professor, Department of English, University of Massachusetts
Ambherst

Herman L Bennett, Professor , History, The Graduate Center CUNY

Grace-Edward Galabuzi, Associate Professor , Department of Politics and Public Administration
, Ryerson University

Shirley Anne Tate, Professor, Sociology, University of Alberta

Gail Lewis , Reader Emerita, Psychosocial Studies, Birkbeck College, University of London
Nestor E. Rodriguez, Associate Professor, Spanish & Portuguese, University of Toronto
OmiSoore Dryden, Associate Professor, Community Health & Epidemiology, Dalhousie
University

Chanda Prescod-Weinstein, Assistant Professor, Physics , University of New Hampshire
Kamari Clarke, Professor, Criminology and Sociolegal Studies, University of Toronto



Beth Coleman, Associate Professor, Director Black Research Network , ICCIT/Faculty of
Information, University of Toronto

Richard Douglass-Chin, Associate Professor, English/Women’s & Gender Studies , University
of Windsor

Debra Thompson, Associate Professor, Political Science, McGill University

Lahoma Thomas, Assistant Professor , Department of Criminology , Ryerson University
Natasha Lightfoot, Associate Professor, History, Columbia University

Ronald Cummings, Associate Professor of Postcolonial Studies, English Literatures, Brock
University

Nemoy Lewis, Black Provost's Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Geography and Planning,
University of Toronto

Katherine McKittrick, Professor, Black Studies and Gender Studies, Queen's University

W. Chris Johnson , Assistant Professor, WGSI and History, University of Toronto

Shauna Sweeney, Assistant Professor, WGSI and History, University of Toronto

Karina Vernon, Associate Professor, English, University of Toronto Scarborough

m. nourbeSe philip, Poet, Independent scholar
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