
March 27
 
Suzanne
Principal
McGill Un
Room 50
845 She
Montreal
 
Dear Prin
 
The Cana
surround
Study of
I am awa
has not a
contrary
 
You have
his resig
exerted 
have also
held an a
contradic
serve as 
academi
 
There re
 
1) If Mc

duty 
collec
twee
witho
 

2) Did t
Profe
conce
 

3) Did t
Minis
conta
admi
and c

 

7, 2017 

e Fortier 

niversity 
06, James A
rbrooke Str
l, Quebec  H

ncipal Fortie

adian Assoc
ding Profess
f Canada fol
are of the p
alleviated o
, those stat

e asserted t
nation was 
by you or o
o stated tha
administrati
cts the well-
members o

c freedom. 

main many 

cGill’s policy 
to protect t
ctively, from
t on the afte
out also stat

he Principal
essor Potter’
erns raised 

he Prime Mi
ster or mem
act or comm
nistrative o
content of s

Administratio
eet West 

H3A 0G4 

er: 

ciation of Un
sor Andrew P
lowing an a
ublic statem
ur concerns
ements hav

that Professo
necessary. 
thers in the
at academic 
ve position 
-established
of the acade

other quest

on academ
the academi
m infringeme
ernoon of M
ting that he 

, Principal’s
’s exercise o
by an intern

inister’s Off
ber of a Min

municate in a
ffice at McG
uch contact

on Building

niversity Tea
Potter’s resi
rticle he wr

ments made
s about whet
ve raised mo

or Potter wa
This leaves
 McGill adm
freedom is 
with the Un

d principle th
emic staff of

tions in this

ic freedom 
ic freedom o
ent and und

March 21st di
was exercis

s office, or a
of academic
nal or exter

ice, the Pre
nister’s offic
any manner

Gill about Pro
t and/or com

achers is de
ignation as 
ote for Macl
 by you and
ther his aca
ore question

as not force
open the q

ministration f
not a consi

niversity. Yo
hat adminis
f their institu

s matter: 

states that 
of its schola
due external
isassociating
sing his aca

any other se
c freedom in
nal party? 

mier or any
ce, or any of
r with the Pr
ofessor Pott
mmunication

eply trouble
Director of t
lean’s Maga
d the Univer
ademic freed
ns. 

ed to resign,
uestion of w
for him to v
ideration in 
ou should kn
trators, like
utions enjoy

“[t]he unive
arly commun
l influence,”
g itself from

ademic freed

enior McGill 
n writing the

yone from th
fficial on be
rincipal’s off
ter’s article?
n? 

ed by the ci
the McGill I

azine on Mar
rsity, your r
dom was vio

, and yet yo
whether the
volunteer his
the matter 

now that thi
e Professor P
y the full pro

ersity and it
nity, both in
” then why d

m Professor 
dom in writi

administrat
e column in 

he Premier’s
half of the C
fice, the Boa
?  If so, wha

rcumstance
nstitute for 
rch 20, 201
response to 
olated. On t

ou have stat
re was pres
s resignation
as Professo

is blatantly 
Potter, who 
otection of 

ts officers h
ndividually a
did McGill is
Potter’s arti
ng the colum

tor expressly
any respon

s office, any
City of Mont
ard or any o
at was the n

 

 

s 
the 
7. While 
date 

the 

ted that 
ssure 
n. You 
or Potter 

also 

ave a 
and 
ssue the 
cle 
mn? 

y defend 
se to 

y 
treal 
other 
nature 



Page 2 / 2

4) Did a
spon
Princ
colum

 
5) Did t

Comm
conta
durin

 

 
6) In co

admi
expre
freed

 
7) Did M

admi
consi
the c

 
8) Was 

Profe
Direc

 
Academi
right of a
wisdom w
and Prof
most sig
details s
 
I have d
Subject t
establish
 
I look fo
 
Sincerely
 

David Ro
Executiv
 
cc: T
 Ja
 P

 

any other ex
sors or finan
ipal’s office 

mn? 

he Principal
munications
act or comm
ng the follow

a) at any
March
 

b) at any
of Pro

onsidering h
nistrative b
essly advise
dom in writin

McGill Unive
nistrator’s o
idering disci
column or co

there a sett
essor Potter 
ctor of the I

c freedom i
academics t
without cen
essor Potter
nificant aca
urrounding 

iscussed thi
to any furth

hment of a C

rward to yo

y, 

obinson 
e Director 

erry Hébert
ames Comp
eter McInnis

xternal party
ncial suppor
or any othe

, Principal’s
s and Extern
municate wit
wing time pe

y time betw
h 20, 2017 a

y  time betw
ofessor Potte

is resignatio
ody at McG

e Professor P
ng the colum

rsity, throug
office ever a
ipline, includ
olumn conte

tlement betw
in respect t
nstitute for 

s central to 
to raise deep
sorship or r
r was pressu
demic freed
Professor P

s case with 
her informat
CAUT invest

ur reply. 

t, President,
ton, CAUT P
s, Chair, CA

y, including 
rters of McG
er senior ad

s office, the 
nal Relations
th Professor
eriods:  

ween the pub
and the McG

ween the rel
er’s resignat

on, did the I
ill that may 
Potter that M
mn if he cho

gh the Princ
advise Profe
ding termina
ents?  

ween McGill
to this matt
the Study o

a university
ply disturbin
reprisal. If t
ured or coer
dom cases in
otter’s resig

the Chair o
tion you may
tigation purs

 

 MAUT 
President 
AUT Academ

individual d
Gill contact o
ministrator 

Institute fo
s Office, or 
r Potter with

blishing of t
Gill tweet of

lease of the
tion as Dire

Institute, th
be part of t

McGill would
ose to withd

cipal, Princip
ssor Potter 
ation of em

 University 
er that inclu
of Canada as

y’s mission 
ng questions
he Universit
rced into re
n recent dec
gnation are 

of our Acade
y provide, w
suant to our

mic Freedom 

donors, don
or communi
at McGill, ra

r the Study 
any other o

h respect to 

he column o
f 1:54pm ED

e tweet on M
ector of the I

he Principal, 
the decision
d publicly su
draw his res

pal’s office, 
that the Un
ployment, f

and/or any 
uded Profess
s a term of 

in a democr
s and provo
ty did indee
signing, this
cades. It is 
revealed. 

emic Freedo
we will be re
r procedures

 and Tenure

or corporati
icate with th
aising conce

of Canada,
office or adm
the column

on the Macle
DT on March

March 21, 20
Institute on

Board, or a
n to accept t
upport his e
ignation? 

or any othe
niversity was
for any reas

McGill Univ
sor Potter’s 
such settlem

ratic society
ocative chall
ed cave in to
s would rep
in everyone

m and Tenu
ecommendin
s in academ

e Committee

March 27,

ions and/or 
he Principal,
erns over th

 the McGill 
ministrator a
n and its con

ean’s websi
h 21, 2017?

017 and the
n March 22, 

any other 
the resignat
exercise of a

er administr
s or would b

sons with res

versity office
resignation

ment? 

y. It include
lenges to re
o external p
resent one 
e’s interest t

ure Committ
ng the 

mic freedom 

e 

 2017 
 
 

, 
he Potter 

at McGill 
ntent 

te on 
 

e posting 
2017? 

tion, 
academic 

ator and 
be 
spect to 

e and 
n as 

s the 
eceived 
ressure 
of the 
that all 

tee. 

cases. 


